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The Sacred
and the Law

The Durkheimian Legacy
International Conference at the Kate Hamburger Center for Advanced Study 

“Law as Culture” Bonn  October 27-28  2015 PROGRAM

9:00 Welcome (NINA DETHLOFF, Bonn) 
(Director of the Käte Hamburger Center for Advanced Study “Law as Culture”) 

Introduction (WERNER GEPHART, Bonn) 
(Director of the Käte Hamburger Center for Advanced Study “Law as Culture”) 

SESSION 1: THE NORMATIVE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SOCIAL
(Chair: Werner Gephart) 

9:30-10:15 STEVEN LUKES (New York City, NY)
Norms as Social Facts 

10:15-11:00 STEPHEN P. TURNER (Tampa, FL)
Durkheim as an Error Theorist of the Normative 

11:00-11:45 JEAN-LOUIS HALPÉRIN (Paris)
Durkheim dans la culture juridique de son temps 

11:45-12:00 Coffee break 

SESSION 2: THE SOCIAL AS THE SACRED AND THE REALM OF SACRED NORMATIVITY
(Chair: Richard Münch) 

12:00-12:45 LAURENT DE SUTTER (Brussels)
Durkheimian Mysteries: Law, Magic and the Sacred 
in Paul Huvelin and Marcel Mauss 

12:45-14:30 Lunch break 

14:30-15:15 WERNER GEPHART (Bonn)
The Social, the Sacred, and the Cult of Law 

15:15-16:00 LAURA FORD (Buffalo, NY)
Legacies of the Sacred in Private Law: 
Roman Civic Religion, Property, and Contract 

16:00-16:30 Coffee break 

SESSION 3: SACRED NORMATIVITY, POLITICS AND THE DIVISION OF LABOR (PART 1)
(Chair: Marta Bucholc) 

16:30-17:15 DANIEL WITTE (Bonn)
From Durkheim’s (A-)Political Sociology to Bourdieu’s 
Religio-Sociological Critique of the State

17:15-18:00 JEAN-LOUIS FABIANI (Paris/Budapest)
Contract, Context, Social Action 

18:00 Reception 

SESSION 4: SACRED NORMATIVITY, POLITICS AND THE DIVISION OF LABOR (PART 2)
(Chair: Werner Gephart) 

9:00-9:45 JACQUES COMMAILLE (Paris)
Relire la sociologie politique du droit chez Durkheim 

9:45-10:30 JAN CHRISTOPH SUNTRUP (Bonn)
Why Respect the Law? 
Durkheim’s Theory of Democracy and Political Legitimacy 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break 

SESSION 5: LEGAL CULTURES AND THE CULTURE OF LAW
(Chair: Werner Menski) 

11:00-11:45 PRAKASH SHAH (London)
Does Durkheim Enhance our Understanding of Law and Religion? 

11:45-12:30 DANIEL  ŠUBER (Würzburg)
Law from Myth? Symbolic Dimensions of Law in Serbia 

12:30-13:15 RAJA SAKRANI (Bonn)
Jewish and Islamic Legal Cultures: A Durkheimian View

13:15-15:00 Lunch break 

SESSION 6: CULTURES OF VALIDITY AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS
(Chair: Erika de Wet) 

15:00-15:45 MARTA BUCHOLC (Bonn/Warsaw)
Particular Norms and Universal Normativities in Durkheim: 
Entangled Normative Orders 

15:45-16:30 ROGER COTTERRELL (London)
Moral Individualism Today: Human Rights and Dignity through 
a Durkheimian Lens 

16:30-17:00 Coffee break 

SESSION 7: CONSEQUENCES FOR LEGAL DOCTRINE / CONCLUSION
(Chair: N.N.) 

17:00-17:45 MATTHIAS HERDEGEN (Bonn)
Dynamics of International Law in a Globalized World – 
A Durkheimian Perspective 

17:45 Conclusion: Why we all do remain Durkheimians 

tuesday 27 october wednesday 28 october
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